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December 22, 2000

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W., Room TWB-204
Washington, DC 20024
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Ref.: Appeal of Universal Service
Administrator decision with respect to
Madonna Heights

Dear Ms. Salas:

Attached are an original and four copies of an appeal by St. Christopher-Ottilie
on behalf of its Madonna Heights School of a funding decision by the Universal
Service Administrator with respect to the FCC Form 471 Application No. 178600.

A receipt copy is also enclosed. Please stamp it received and return it to us in
the self-addressed stamped envelope.

Si,~reIY,

~~~~~
~ /J zzo

. Director, MIS
St. Christopher-Ottilie
Madonna Height's School

Cc: R. Brodeur
D. Howard
R. Stein

175 Sea Cliff Avenue, Glen Cove, New York 11542



Docket Nos. 97-21 and 96-45Request for Review by

Madonna Heights School
of Decision of Universal Service Administrator
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Ref.: Form 471 Application Number
Funding Request Numbers
Entity Number:

178600
364207 and 364232
207967

Madonna Heights is a school and residential facility providing full time schooling,
counseling, and therapy for highly troubled adolescent girls. It is one of three schools serving
children operated by the St. Christopher-Ottilie organization.

None of the St. Christopher-Ottilie schools are currently technologically advanced, but
major plans are in place to wire these schools. Complete E-rate applications for each were
properly filed for the third program year. All three schools qualify for 90% discounts, making E­
rate funding a critical component for meeting the schools' technology goals.

As of this date, St. Christopher-Ottilie has received a year three funding commitment
letter only for the Madonna Heights School. The issue raised in this appeal, however, is likely to
arise again on one of the other two applications (the Theresa Paplin School).

The two referenced FRNs in the Madonna Heights' application involve wiring and network
equipment for a building-wide LAN (see enclosed FRN attachments). The SLD approved most of
both requests, but reduced the funding to remove an allocated portion of the cabling and
equipment costs in the building's residential and dorm areas. The discount reduction, though
small in percentage terms, is important to the Madonna Heights' installation budget. The
difference is shown below.

FRN 364207
FRN 364232

Orig. Request

$ 94,660.67
64,245.90

158,906.57

Approved

$ 92,061.47
53,739.00

145,800.47

In FCC appeal decision DA 00-2630 involving the Anderson School, the Common Carrier
Bureau affirmed a SLD denial of internal connection funds for 21 ineligible residential dormitory
buildings. The Madonna Heights School situation differs from the Anderson School case in two
significant regards.

First, the Madonna Heights School is a single building facility. The Anderson decision
specifically noted that the Commission was clarifying "its position that discounts are not available
for internal connections in non-instructional buildings unless those internal connections are
essential for the effective transport of information to an instructional building or library."



This position has most typically been used to exclude internal connection funding for a
LAN within a separate administrative bUilding. The separate building distinction, however, is
critical because, by contrast, the SLD does not deny funding for the administrative elements of a
common LAN network within a single school building. Similarly, in the case of the Madonna
Heights School bUilding, funding should not be denied for that portion of the common network
used by students and school personnel in the integrated residential areas.

Second, and typical of the types of schools operated by St. Christopher-Ottilie, academic
instruction does not occur just in the formal classroom setting. The school program at Madonna
heights provides special education services to 70 adolescent girls in a residential program (and
additional girls in a day treatment program). In all cases, the girls come to Madonna Heights with
multiple problems manifested in both home and traditional school environments. The school is
fully accredited by New York State and offers a full array of academic instruction in small classes,
but it is also tightly integrated with various support services including social services, psychiatry,
psychology, substance abuse, medical, recreation, and group life. For the residential students,
this is a twenty-four hour a day program. Academic and other services may be provided, outside
of the normal classrooms and at any time throughout the building inclUding, most obviously, the
residential and dorm areas. In a true academic sense, these areas should be considered an
integral part of an extended classroom. The network servicing these areas should be fully
funded.

By this appeal, we ask the Commission the reverse the SLD decision denying funding for
a portion of the common LAN network serving the Madonna Heights School building.

Respectfully submitted,

Dated: December 22, 2000

Attachment FRN attachments designated MH-C-1 and MH-C-2.
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MH-c...2:

Russell Schiff
110 Parkway Drive South

Hauppauge, NY 11788

Phone: (516) 439-6611
Fax: (516) 493·2519

Company: Madonna Heights School

PO#:

Quote #:

Contact:

011200-33

Russ/June

QTY PART IfUN PRICE SUBTOTAL

Madonna Computer Lab -
BayStack 1PT 100BFX Module for 303

1 AL3133002 Switch $ 480.00 $ 480.00
1 1200295L1 Adtran TSU Ace $ 460.00 $ 460.00
1 7220 V35 Cable for ARN Router $ 189.00 $ 189.00

IOF School Bldg -
2 AL2012E14 BayStack 450 24PT 10/100 Switch $ 2,330.00 $ 4,660.00
2 AL2033002 BayStack 450 2PT 100BFX Module $ 645.00 $ 1,290.00

MDF School Bldg -
2 OJ1402E13 Accelar 1100 w/16PT 10/100 $ 5,890.00 $ 11,780.00
2 OJ1404069 Accelar 8PT 10/100 Module $ 3,272.00 $ 6,544.00
2 OJ1404070 Accelar 4PT 100FBX Module $ 4,424.00 $ 8,848.00

Residental living Area-
1 AL2012E14 BayStack 450 24PT 10/100 Switch $ 2,330.00 $ 2,330.00
1 AL2033002 BayStack 450 2PT 100BFX Module $ 645.00 $ 645.00

Admin Services Bldg·

1 OJ1402E13 Accelar 1100 w/16PT 10/100 $ 5,890.00 $ 5,890.00
1 OJ1404070 Accelar 4PT 100FBX Module $ 4,424.00 $ 4,424.00

Dormitory Area
4 AL2012E18 BayStack 350T 12Pt Switch $ 1,290.00 $ 5,160.00
4 AL2033002 BayStack 2PT 100BFX Module $ 645.00 $ 2,580.00

Maintenance

1 Adtran Onsite 8x5x4 for TSU Ace $ 180.00 $ 180.00

3 Nortel Onsite 8x5xNBO for Baystack 450 $ 290.00 $ 870.00

3 Nortel Onsite 8x5xNBO for Accelar 1100 $ 4,895.00 $ 14,685.00

4 Nortel Onsite 8x5xNBO for Baystack 350T $ 84.00 $ 336.00
Installation

1 Installation of above equipment $ 5,800.00 $ 5,800.00

f\ 1\ TOTAL $ 71,351.00

Authorized Signature constitutes Valid Purchase Order· Sign~i:=~y,
Print 2o~ E,( I y. lJ,(.' U+-rtv,J
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Execution of this Agreement for either services to be performed, and or items to be purchasea.
and or services to be received on either a one-time or recurring basis by

ISG is conditional upon the desired approval of an E-Rate
funding commitrpent by thr,S~hccl an~ibran;~ Di~ision of the Universal Service Administration
Company and t.-t,f'>')& J"'T !,f73-t6tri> S'c. {t7..>i '-- , hereafter known as The School
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